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 INTRODUCTION 

 It was clear from the Scoping Consultation carried out in 2021 that green spaces 

within the Chartham Parish are important and significant features valued by the 

community. 

 When asked óDo you agree that we should be allocating suitable open space as 

Local Green Spaceô in the Scoping Consultation, 97% of the 92 respondents of 

that question answered óYesô. 

 In response to the above, members of the Chartham Parish Neighbourhood Plan 

Steering Group have prepared this document as a means of identifying such 

spaces that are considered important enough to be afforded a level of protection in 

the Neighbourhood Plan. 

 In preparing an assessment like this it is important to remember how this 

document will be used. In this case it will be used to inform the Chartham 

Neighbourhood Plan which will set planning policies to be used in determining 

planning applications. The Neighbourhood Plan will need to be in conformity with 

national policy, in general conformity with the development plan and meet the 

aspirations of the community. 

 The Steering Group has identified two ways that it may seek to protect open 

spaces within the parish from inappropriate development. 

 The first is by allocating Local Green Space. This is a designation provided for by 

the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF). 

 Paragraph 101 of the NPPF states that óThe designation of land as Local Green 

Space through local and neighbourhood plans allows communities to identify and 

protect green areas of particular importance to themô. Once designated, Local 

Green Space has protection consistent with that of Green Belt, but otherwise there 

are no new restrictions or obligations on landowners. 

 The Local Green Space designation is the greatest level of protection that could be 

afforded to spaces through the Neighbourhood Plan but it should be noted that this 

designation will only be appropriate for most important green areas or open space 

within the parish. 

 The second way is through a policy within the Neighbourhood Plan which allocated 

land as óLocal Community Spaceô. Whilst not recognised at the national level, a 

neighbourhood development plan can introduce local designations and policies 

when justified. This designation would offer a degree of protection for spaces that 

are close to and actively used by the community from inappropriate development 

or uses. 
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 The third way is through a policy within the Neighbourhood Plan which allocates 

land as óFormal/Informal Sports Areasô. The Health & Wellbeing Working Group 

detailed a number of these existing within Chartham Parish. 
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 METHODOLOGY 

 This section will set out a methodology for how the Local Green Spaces were 

identified, assessed and validated. 

Identification of Spaces  

 Sites were identified through consultation with the local community by using the 

online platform Placecheck (placecheck.info). 

 Residents of the parish were asked to place a pin on a map to locate a green 

space and describe why it is important to them. Photos of sites could also be 

uploaded on the platform. All pins that were submitted could be seen by others, 

who could ñupvoteò submissions which they also agree with. 

 The Chartham Neighbourhood Plan Facebook group posted regular reminders for 

residents to contribute to the consultation as well as positioning physical posters 

on local notice boards.   

 In order to avoid only capturing the views of people with access to the internet, the 

Steering Group also carried out face-to-face sessions with a large fabric map of 

the parish spread across tables. Members of the public were invited to write onto 

paper notes and stick them onto the map. These were then transcribed onto the 

Placecheck website. These meetings took place in 2022 at the below locations and 

dates: 

¶ Tuesday 29 March: New School at 14:00 ï 15:30 

¶ Friday 1st April: Chartham Hatch Tea Club at 16:00 ï 17:00 (and publicised 

to wider audience) 

¶ Saturday 2nd April: Chartham Village Hall at 10:00 ï 12.30 

¶ Monday 4th April: Chartham Village Hall at 19:00 ï 21:00 

¶ Thursday 21st April: Chartham Village Hall at 10:00 ï 12:00  

 The map of identified sites taken from Placecheck is shown in Figure 1 below. 
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Figure 1 - Placecheck map of identified sites 

 The Steering Group then collated all of the identified sites and excluded: 

¶ Sites where planning permission has been granted and the development 

has commenced. 

¶ Agricultural land so long as it is not adjacent to built-up areas and there is 

no public or permissive right of way over it. 

¶ Areas that entirely or largely consist of woodland (Ancient Woodland is 

already afforded great protection at the national and local level). 

¶ Verges and other small pieces of land on or adjacent to the highway. 

¶ Small pieces or strips of land for which the only public interest is that a 

public right of way passes over/through it. 

 The remaining sites were then ready for assessment. 

Assessment  

 All identified areas were assessed against each of the below criteria. The criteria is 

based on National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) paragraph 102 which 

states: óThe Local Green Space designations should only be used where the green 

space is: 

a) in reasonable proximity to the community it serves 

b) demonstrably special to a local community and holds a particular local 

significance, for example because of its beauty, historic significance, 
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recreational value (including as a play field), tranquillity or richness of its 

wildlife; and 

c) local in character and is not an extensive tract of land 

 If the site was considered to meet a criterion then it is marked as such. The criteria 

considered for the assessment were: 

1. Reasonably close proximity to the community it serves 

2. Demonstrably special to a local community and holds a particular local 

significance 

3. The area is local in character and is not an extensive tract of land 

4. Actively and currently used by the community 

5. Area contains a formal playing pitch or one of its main formal/informal uses 

are sporting activities 

 For an area to be designated as Local Green Space, they must meet criteria 1, 2 

and 3. 

 For areas to be designated as Local Community Space, they should not be 

designated as Local Green Space and must meet criteria 1, 3 and 4. 

 For an area to be designated as Formal/Informal Sports areas they must meet 

criteria 4 and 5. 

 Each space can only benefit from one of the designations set out above. Where a 

space is considered to meet the criteria for multiple designations, the first on the 

following hierarchy will be recommended in this report. 

1. Local Green Space 

2. Local Community Space 

3. Formal / Informal Sports Areas 

 For the purpose of this assessment, land ownership is not a consideration as the 

legal ownership of areas being considered would not impact consideration against 

the criteria. 

Guidance for Assessing the Criteria  

 The following guiding principles were used when assessing the open spaces 

against the criteria set out in the methodology. 
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1. Reasonably close proximity to the community it serves  

 The proximity of a Local Green Space to the community it serves will depend on 

local circumstances, including why the space is seen as special, but it must be 

reasonably close. For example, if public access is a key factor, then the site would 

normally be within easy walking distance of the community served. In assessing 

against this criteria, óReasonably Closeô has, in most cases, been taken to mean 

one mile. 

2. Demonstrably special to a local community and holds a particular local 

significance  

 The space is judged on how important it is to the local community, this can be 

shown through the consultation responses. Local significance can relate to a wide 

range of things such as its beauty, historic significance, recreational value 

(including as a playing field) when combined with other factors, tranquillity or 

richness of its wildlife. Other factors that have been considered include:  

¶ Reports from residents that the site is valued;  

¶ Evidence that people access the site or in the case of play areas use them; 

and  

¶ Evidence that the local community voluntarily look after the sites, or the 

absence of vandalism, or absence of fly tipping of garden waste and litter. 

3. The area is local in character and not an extensive tract of land  

 This can be open to interpretation but generally it should refer to the scale of the 

space and whether it reflects the surrounding locality. If an area covers a large 

area (such as multiple fields for example) it should be considered an extensive 

tract of land. 

4. Actively and currently used by the community  

 In assessing whether a space is óactivelyô and ócurrentlyô used (whether that use is 

formal or informal) the frequency of use, who the site is being used by, and 

whether it is well maintained for that use should be considered. Just because a 

footpath passes through an area does not necessarily mean the whole space is 

actively and currently in use. 

5. Area contains a formal playing pitch or one of its main formal/informal 

uses are sporting activities  

 A formal playing pitch is defined in the Town and Country Planning (Development 

Management Procedure) (England) Order 2015 as: 

ñéa delineated area which, together with any run-off area, is of 0.2 
hectares or more, and which is used for association football, American 
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football, rugby, cricket, hockey, lacrosse, rounders, baseball, softball, 
Australian football, Gaelic football, shinty, hurling, polo or cycle poloò 

 When considering whether the main formal/informal uses are sporting activities 

one should consider the primary use of the site. Generally, the space will need to 

host organised sports to meet this criteria. 

Validation  

 The outcome of the assessments will be a list of sites considered suitable for each 

proposed designation. It will then be necessary to validate these proposed 

designations to ensure that they conform with the NPPF and associated Planning 

Practice Guidance.  

 Each site, once assessed and found to comply with the criteria required of a Local 

Green Space designation, Local Community Space or Formal/Informal Sports 

Area, is then validated against the following checklist to ensure: 

¶ That the site does not have planning permission for development 

¶ The Landowner has been contacted and consulted at an early stage. 

¶ The site is not óAlready Protectedô under a different form of designation that 

provides the same or more protection than that of a Local Green Space 

 The checklist is elaborated below: 

1. Planning Permission  

 Designation will rarely be appropriate where the land has planning permission for 

development. Exceptions could be where the development would be compatible 

with the reasons for designation or where planning permission is no longer capable 

of being implemented. The same exceptions apply to all of the designations being 

considered. 

2. Contacting the Landowner  

 The designations being considered can be applied regardless of land ownership. 

However, the Steering Group and Parish Council should contact the relevant 

landowners at an early stage about proposals to designate any part of their land as 

Local Green Space. Landowners will have opportunities to make representations 

in respect of proposals that will be included in a draft version of the Neighbourhood 

Plan which will go out for consultation. 

3. Other Protection  

 Different types of designations are intended to achieve different purposes. If land is 

already protected by International, National, Regional or District designation then 

consideration should be given to whether any additional local benefit would be 
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gained by designation as Local Green Space, Formal/Informal Sports Area or 

Local Community Space. Existing protections could be from planning policy or 

legislation. 



 

 

 
 

 

11 

 IDENTIFICATION OF SPACES 

 The following sites were identified by the community for potential designation as 

Local Green Spaces. 

Ref. Name 

S1 Denge Wood 

S2 Stour Valley Fishing Complex 

S3 Agricultral field between Thruxted Lane, Mystole Road, and Pickelden Lane 

S4 Shalmsford Street recreational ground 

S5 Stour river meadow 

S6 Open land adjacent to lake behind Kingfisher Place 

S7 Open land adjacent to lake North of Shalmsford Street, adjacent to orchard 

S8 Chartham Corn Mill 

S9 Chartham Cemetery 

S10 Mystole Park 

S11 Field between Shalmsford Street and Mystole Lane 

S12 Chartham Primary School Grounds 

S13 Fields behind Bolts Hill properties 

S14 Field at end of Rentain Road 

S15 Baker's Wood 

S16 Public footpath CB464A, Artichoke PH to Rentain field 

S17 Water meadow off Bolts Hill 

S18 Pickets Farm 

S19 Field to East of Rattington Street 

S20 Beech Avenue field 

S21 Woodland around St. Augustineôs 

S22 Beech Avenue playground 

S23 St. Augustine's playpark 

S24 Rabbit Wood 

S25 Land at Upper Horton Farm 

S26 Field adjacent to track to The Cobbs 

S27 Larkey Valley Wood 

S28 Field adjacent to sewage treatment works 

S29 Field between Bretts quarry & Milton Manor Road 

S30 St. Maryôs Church graveyard 

S31 Chartham Village Green 

S32 Memorial Field 

S33 Chartham Village Hall car park 

S34 Great Stour Way 
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Ref. Name 

S35 Public footpath CB487 beside lake 

S36 Land behind the water treatment works closer to the village 

S37 Meadow east of TV mast 

S38 Nickle Farm 

S39 Kent Wildlife Trust Nature Reserve 

S40 Primrose Hill orchards 

S41 River bank at ñRiversideò 

S42 Grassed area at Station Road / A28 Ashford Road junction 

S43 
Land immediately south of Kent Sectional Buildings's display adjacent to 
A28 

S44 Chartham Vineyard beside A28 Ashford Road 

S45 Langdale Wood 

S46 Meadow SE of TV mast 

S47 No Man's Orchard 

S48 Bigbury Road from Howfield Lane towards the A2 

S49 Chartham Hatch playground and recreation ground 

S50 Grassed area at Howfield Lane / Bigbury Road junction 

S52 Land south of Town Lane 

S53 Horse paddock behind New Town Street / Howfield Lane 

S54 Chartham Hatch village limit 

S55 Land to west of CMA Industrial Park 

S56 Fields north of A28 

S57 Oakfield Shaw and Red Wood Lees 

S58 Field east of Stour Close 

S59 Chartham Sports Club Playing Fields 

 In accordance with the methodology, the following sites have been excluded: 

¶ S1 Denge Wood ï removed as it is Ancient Woodland. 

¶ S11 Field between Shalmsford Street and Mystole Lane ï removed as it is 

Ancient Woodland. 

¶ S15 Bakerôs Wood ï removed as it is Ancient Woodland. 

¶ S16 Public footpath CB464A, Artichoke PH to Rentain Field ï removed as it 

is a strip of land where the only interest is that a public right of way passes 

through it. 

¶ S21 Woodland around St. Augustineôs ï removed as a large area consists of 

woodland. 

¶ S24 Rabbit Wood ï removed as it is Ancient Woodland. 

¶ S25 Land at Upper Horton Farm ï removed as it is Ancient Woodland. 
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¶ S27 Larkey Valley Wood - removed as it is Ancient Woodland. 

¶ S35 Public footpath CB487 beside lake ï removed as it is a strip of land 

where the only interest is that a public right of way passes through it. 

¶ S39 South Blean Local Wildlife Site ï removed as the area largely consist of 

woodland. 

¶ S41 River bank at ñRiversideò ï removed as it is a verge adjacent to a 

highway. 

¶ S42 Grassed Area at Station Road / A28 Ashford Road Junction ï removed 

as it is a verge adjacent to a highway. 

¶ S45 Langdale Wood ï removed as it is Ancient Woodland. 

¶ S50 Grassed area at Howfield Lane / Bigbury Road junction ï removed as it 

is a verge adjacent to a highway. 

¶ S57 Oakfield Shaw and Red Wood Lees ï removed as it is Ancient 

Woodland. 
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 ASSESSMENT OF SPACES 

 All areas have been assessed in accordance with the above methodology and 

these assessments are set out in the following pages. 
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Reference 
S2 

Name 
Stour Valley Fishing Complex 

Description 
Carp fishery straddling boundary between Chartham and Chilham 
parishes, with the majority outside Chartham parish. Situated 
beside the railway. Public footpath CB543 extends along the 
Northern edge, becoming AE661 in Chilham parish. 

Site Map 
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Assessment Criteria 
Comments Criteria Met? 

1. Reasonably close proximity 
to the community it serves. 

Shalmsford Street, the local community, and the 
majority of Chartham village and Mystole are 
within a mile. 

 

 

2. Demonstrably special to a 
local community and holds 
particular local significance. 

Respondents note ñbeautiful walks and cyclingò 
and ñwalking around the fishing lakesò. The 
Chartham Parish Design Statement 2005 identifies 
the importance of the fishing lakes as ñopen space 
for sport and leisure activities for all agesò. The 
history of the lakes is specific to Charthamôs gravel 
extraction, thus very local in character and this 
piece of land provides an important gateway to the 
lakes both in visual and footpath terms. 
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3. The area is local in character 
and is not an extensive tract of 
land. 

This site is a modest 2.89 ha. within Chartham 
parish but extends into a larger area within 
Chilhamôs floodplain.  

The land provides an important setting to those 
using the Shalmsford Street recreation ground 
(S4).  

Stour Valley Fishing Complex is relatively large 
and mainly falls outside of the parish but this spe-
cific piece of land provides public access to an 
open aspect over the river plain as well as 
pedestrian access to fish for customers of the 
Fishing Com-plex.    

Although it is a small portion of the site it is of 
importance to Parishioners. Other fishery sites 
provide no public access.  
 
The land acts to enhance the wider setting, as the  
consequence of views afforded either into or from 
within the area and beyond.  

It acts as a visual and physical gateway between 
Shalmsford Street and the river plain. 

Although the majority of the Stour Valley Fishing 
Complex falls outside of the parish, the company 
is registered in Chartham and access is via 
Chartham itself, both in Thruxted Lane and via 
road adjacent to the railway. The history of the 
lakes is specific to Charthamôs gravel extraction, 
very local in character and this piece of land 
provides an important link both in visual and 
footpath terms (CB543 and CB477).   

 

 

4. Actively and currently used 
by the community 

Respondents stated use for ñbeautiful walks and 
cyclingò and ñwalking around the fishing lakesò. 
The site also is used for its carp fishing. It is so 
important to locals that the Parish Council receives  
complaints if access to the footpath has been 
blocked, as has happened several times over the 
last 5 years. 

 

5. Area contains a formal 
playing pitch or one of its main 
formal/informal uses are 
sporting activities 

The lakes are described as, ñareas for outdoor 
pursuitsò. Planning permission CA/76/1146/CHA 
granted planning permission for use of lake for 
recreation purposes. As such, they provide 
informal uses for sporting activities such as carp 
and sports fishing.  Walking and cycling use was 
stated by respond-ents. But the site is not the 
entirety of the  Stour Valley Fishing Complex and 
as such it does not satisfy the criterion.  

 

Summary / Conclusion 
This site meets criteria 1, 2 and 4. Therefore it does not pass 
through to the validation stage. 
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Reference 
S3 

Name 
Agricultural field between Thruxted Lane, Mystole Road, and 
Pickelden Lane 

Description 
Open arable field with two public footpaths (CB476 & CB477) 
across it and the Stour Valley Walk promoted route using them. 

Site Map 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

19 

Assessment Criteria 
Comments Criteria Met? 

1. Reasonably close proximity 
to the community it serves. 

Shalmsford Street and Mystole, the local 
communities and Chartham village are within a 
mile. 

 

 

2. Demonstrably special to a 
local community and holds 
particular local significance. 

The recreational Stour Valley walk   uses the inter-
face between footpaths CB477 and CB476 in this 
field. The walk has been identified as a Heritage 
asset in the NP evidence base and this field pro-
vides an important part of the setting. KCC promo-
tion for the path says, ñwild flowers grow in profu-
sion alongside the river as the waters, now boost-
ed by the East Stour, head towards Canterbury 
through the delightful villages of Wye, Godmer-
sham, Chilham and Charthamò. A local respond-
ent stated, ñwe love walking our dogs here every 
dayò. Within 50m at this point there are 604 sight-
ings of birds registered and 76 species of animals, 
including 42 birds within a 0.5km radius . 

 

3. The area is local in character 
and is not an extensive tract of 
land. 

Adjacent agricultural fields are protected by either 
being within Conservation Areas or the AONB.  

The footpaths in this field provide a gateway be-
tween two Conservation Areas. Shalmsford Street 
and the AONB are connected along historic paths. 
The quality of the landscape and natural environ-
ment is appreciated,and photographed by locals 
and tourists.  

It is 15.77 ha in size and is therefore an extensive 
tract of land. 

 

 

4. Actively and currently used 
by the community 

A respondent stated that this was used informally 
for dog-walking daily and it is known to members 
of the Steering Group to be in regular use. The 
Stour Valley Walk recreational route indicates val-
ue to tourists as well as locals. 

 

 

5. Area contains a formal 
playing pitch or one of its main 
formal/informal uses are 
sporting activities 

No playing pitch and main use is not for sporting 
activities.  
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Summary / Conclusion 
This site meets criteria 1, 2 and 4. Therefore it does not pass 
through to the validation stage. 
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Reference S4 

Name Shalmsford Street Recreational Ground 

Description Open grassed recreation space  children's playground with adult 
exercise machinery operated by Chartham Parish Council. The 
site also includes goalposts and a basketball hoop. Residential 
housing borders the North side of the site and a lake borders the 
Southwest side. Accessible from Shalmsford Street and Thruxted 
Lane. Public footpath CB478 passes across the space. 

Site Map 
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Assessment Criteria Comments Criteria Met? 

1. Reasonably close proximity 
to the community it serves. 

Shalmsford Street, the local community, and the 
majority of Chartham village are within a mile. 

 

 

2. Demonstrably special to a 
local community and holds 
particular local significance. 

The site was identified and upvoted for within the 
consultation. Chartham Parish Council, after 
requests in newsletter survey responses, have 
upgraded the area by planting wildflower meadow 
and hedging plants at the western end. 
Furthermore, there is biodiversity and landscape 
interest in that the adjacent lakes are visible and 
271 species of fauna and flora with identified 
within 0.5km. 

 

 

3. The area is local in character 
and is not an extensive tract of 
land. 

The site is a small 1.15 ha in size. The setting 
overlooking the lakes is specific to the locality.  It 
has playground, exercise and sports equipment, 
and a field surrounded by hedges with 
underplanting of wild flowers.  

 

4. Actively and currently used 
by the community 

Members of the Steering Group are aware of 
consistent use by locals.  

 
5. Area contains a formal 
playing pitch or one of its main 
formal/informal uses are 
sporting activities 

The site contains a sports pitch, a multi user 
games area, outdoor fitness equipment and a 
playground. 

 

Summary / Conclusion This site meets all criteria. Therefore it passes through to the 
validation stage for consideration for designation as a Local 
Green Space. 
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Reference S5 

Name Stour river meadow 

Description Great Stour river floodplain. Sometimes used for animal grazing. 

Site Map 
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Assessment Criteria Comments Criteria Met? 

1. Reasonably close 
proximity to the community it 
serves. 

Shalmsford Street, the local community, Chartham 
village, and the majority of Chartham Hatch are 
within a mile. 

 

 

2. Demonstrably special to a 
local community and holds 
particular local significance. 

This area is within the Chartham Conservation 
Area Appraisal which identifies tranquillity, sense 
of place and 180-degree panoramic views from 
ñthe fine red brick bridge over the Great Stourò and 
ñThe water meadows alongside the Great Stour in 
this region represent the largest unspoiled area of 
waterside meadows left in this part of Kent and 
form an outstanding setting for the various 
settlements and groups of historic buildings within 
Chartham parish. The Chartham Parish Design 
Statement states, ñThe River Stour, from 
Shalmsford Bridge to Milton Bridge, and its 
adjoining meadows are a haven for wildlife, and 
provide much interest and enjoyment for 
naturalists, walkers, local residents and visitors.ò 
Recent respondents commented on a ñbeautiful 
water meadow alongside the Stourò with ñsheep 
grazingò and ñwild geese landingò that is an 
ñancient flood plainò and a ñbuffer of green between 
the A28 and the villageò. 233 species are identified 
within 0.5km of the bridge1, including 111 insects, 
89 birds (some overwintering) and 12 molluscs.260 
species of animals, mainly arthropods and birds 
were identified within 0.5km of 17 Kingfisher Place. 
(see NBN atlas) 

 

3. The area is local in 
character and is not an 
extensive tract of land. 

The site is 14.51 ha in size and is similar and 
connected to other land in the area beside the 
Great Stour used for grazing animals (e.g. beside 
the Great Stour Way, site 34). 

 

4. Actively and currently 
used by the community 

Due to lack of footpaths, residents do not have ac-
cess but the land is visible from Shalmsford bridge.  

5. Area contains a formal 
playing pitch or one of its 
main formal/informal uses 
are sporting activities 

No playing pitch and main use is not for sporting 
activities.  
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Summary / Conclusion This site meets criteria 1 and 2. Therefore it does not pass through 
to the validation stage.  

 

  

 

1 https://records.nbnatlas.org/explore/your-area#51.25357585964028|0.9980555321411089|15|ALL_SPECIES 

 

 

https://records.nbnatlas.org/explore/your-area#51.25357585964028|0.9980555321411089|15|ALL_SPECIES
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Reference S6 

Name Land behind Kingfisher Place 

Description Open scrubland situated between Kingfisher Place and lake. 

Site Map 
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Assessment Criteria Comments Criteria Met? 

1. Reasonably close proximity 
to the community it serves. 

Shalmsford Street and the majority of Chartham 
village are within a mile. 

 

 

2. Demonstrably special to a 
local community and holds 
particular local significance. 

It is in the Chartham Conservation Area. Views of 
the scrubland can be seen by residents of King-
fisher Place and from footpaths CB479 and CB480 
which both run to the south. This site was identi-
fied as being valued  and it was given an upvote. 

 

 

3. The area is local in character 
and is not an extensive tract of 
land. 

The site is 1.55 ha in size and is within the 
Conservation Area. Although partially hedged and 
with a track, it is similar and connected to other 
sites which contribute to the landscape in the 
floodplain but the other sites in combination make 
it an extensive tract of land. About this, the 
Chartham Parish Design Statement  says, ñThe 
River Stour, from Shalmsford Bridge to Milton 
Bridge, and its adjoining meadows are a haven for 
wildlife, and provide much interest and enjoyment 
for naturalists, walkers, local residents and 
visitorsò.  

 

4. Actively and currently used 
by the community 

A track provides access to those using the lake for 
fishing but we have no evidence of legitimate or 
consistent public use. 

 

5. Area contains a formal 
playing pitch or one of its main 
formal/informal uses are 
sporting activities 

No playing pitch and main use is not for sporting 
activities.  

Summary / Conclusion This site meets criteria 1 and 2. Therefore it does not pass 
through to the validation stage. 
 

 

  



 

 

 
 

 

28 

Reference S7 

Name Open land adjacent to lake North of Shalmsford Street, adjacent 
to orchard 

Description Open land between lake and rear of Shalmsford Street 
properties. 

Site Map 
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Assessment Criteria Comments Criteria Met? 

1. Reasonably close proximity 
to the community it serves. 

Open land between lake and rear of Shalmsford 
Street properties. Shalmsford Street and 
Chartham village are within a mile. 

 

 

2. Demonstrably special to a 
local community and holds 
particular local significance. 

It was identified and voted for within the local 
community. It is in the Chartham Conservation 
Area which demonstrates its local significance. It 
provides a rural setting for the houses within the 
Conservation Area to the north of Shalmsford 
Street. The rear of the houses overlook this land. 

 

 

3. The area is local in character 
and is not an extensive tract of 
land. 

The site is 3.53 ha in size in the Conservation 
Area. It is similar to, and con-nects with, other 
sites near to the Great Stour river corridor making 
an extensive tract of land. Due to the size of the 
site it is classified as an extensive tract of land. 

 

4. Actively and currently used 
by the community 

It was identified and voted for within the local 
community but there is no obvious public access 
to this land. 

 

5. Area contains a formal 
playing pitch or one of its main 
formal/informal uses are 
sporting activities 

No playing pitch and main use is not for sporting 
activities.  

Summary / Conclusion This site meets criteria 1 and 2. Therefore it does not pass 
through to the validation stage. 
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Reference S8 

Name Chartham Corn Mill 

Description Grade II listed Corn Mill and accompanying buildings. Situated 
beside the river Great Stour and next to the A28, almost opposite 
Chartham Cemetery. Public footpath CB480 passes through the 
site. 

Site Map 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

31 

Assessment Criteria Comments Criteria Met? 

1. Reasonably close proximity 
to the community it serves. 

Shalmsford Street, Chartham village, and the 
majority of Chartham Hatch are within a mile. 

 

 

2. Demonstrably special to a 
local community and holds 
particular local significance. 

Respondents stated the use for walking and bird-
watching. This was upvoted twice. It is within the 
Chartham Conservation Area. The area is 
identified within the appraisal as having a special 
sense of place, trees around the corn mill are 
identified as being important. CB480 and CB479 
have views of this land. In a similar way to other 
sites on the river.  (see NBN Atlas shows that 
within 0.5km radius 185 species have been 
identified, of which 138 are birds). It has several 
listed buildings. 

 

3. The area is local in character 
and is not an extensive tract of 
land. 

A listed corn mill building in local character on a 
small site of 0.74 ha. Similar sites in the region 
include Chilham Mill, Wickhambreaux Mill, and 
Crabble Mill. 

 

4. Actively and currently used 
by the community 

Used by the residents, people following the public 
footpath that passes through the site, and for 
birdwatching. Use by the community is limited to 
the corridor of the public footpath but it is an area 
of much biodiversity. 

 

 

5. Area contains a formal 
playing pitch or one of its main 
formal/informal uses are 
sporting activities 

No playing pitch and main use is not for sporting 
activities.  

Summary / Conclusion This site meets criteria 1, 2, 3, and 4. Therefore it passes through 
to the validation stage for consideration for designation as Local 
Green Space. The site is however largely converted into several 
private residences comprising mainly buildings. 

 

  



 

 

 
 

 

32 

Reference S9 

Name Chartham Cemetery 

Description Cemetery to north of A28, adjacent to agricultural fields and roughly 
opposite Chartham Corn Mill. 

Site Map 
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Assessment Criteria Comments Criteria Met? 

1. Reasonably close 
proximity to the community it 
serves. 

Shalmsford Street, Chartham village, and 
Chartham Hatch are within a mile. 

 

 

2. Demonstrably special to a 
local community and holds 
particular local significance. 

It is in the Chartham Conservation Area. A 
respondent stated visiting ñgraves of relatives and 
friendsò. Identified as being tranquil, having a 
special sense of place. The view from the track 
entrance opposite is identified as a vista. It has a 
newly designed Garden of Remembrance in the 
north west corner. 184 species are idenitified 
within 0.5 km with 34 fungi being identified within 
the cemetery itself.  

 

3. The area is local in 
character and is not an 
extensive tract of land. 

This site is a modest 1.75 ha. in size and is typical 
of a modern cemetery.  

4. Actively and currently 
used by the community 

A respondent stated visiting ñgraves of relatives 
and friendsò.  

5. Area contains a formal 
playing pitch or one of its 
main formal/informal uses 
are sporting activities 

No playing pitch and main use is not for sporting 
activities.  

Summary / Conclusion This site meets criteria 1, 2, 3, and 4. Therefore it passes through to 
the validation stage for consideration for designation as Local Green 
Space. 

 

  



 

 

 
 

 

34 

Reference S10 

Name Mystole Park 

Description Open arable land South of Mystole Lane and West of Penny Pot 
Lane. 

Site Map 
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Assessment Criteria Comments Criteria Met? 

1. Reasonably close proximity 
to the community it serves. 

Shalmsford Street, Chartham village, and the 
majority of St. Augustine's are within a mile. 

 

 

2. Demonstrably special to a 
local community and holds 
particular local significance. 

It was identified and had an upvote. The Fagg 
family, who lived here, were mentioned in Jane 
Austinôs diary. It is within the AONB and has its 
own Conservation Area, of which the historic park 
forms part. 

 
 

3. The area is local in character 
and is not an extensive tract of 
land. 

It is local in character and provides an important 
rural setting to the house and garden within the 
AONB. It is however an extensive 15.68ha in size. 

 

4. Actively and currently used 
by the community 

No access is provided to locals and it continues its 
historical use as an agricultural field.     

5. Area contains a formal 
playing pitch or one of its main 
formal/informal uses are 
sporting activities 

No playing pitch and main use is not for sporting 
activities.  

Summary / Conclusion This site meets criterion 1 and 2. Therefore it is does not pass 
through to the validation stage.  
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Reference S12 

Name Chartham Primary School 

Description Chartham Primary School grounds and grassed sports field 
bordered by wooded areas. Contains several isolated mature trees. 
School buildings towards the northern end. Also has Apple Tree 
Childrenôs Centre and Firs Nursery on site. 

Site Map 
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Assessment Criteria Comments Criteria Met? 

1. Reasonably close proximity 
to the community it serves. 

Shalmsford Street, Chartham village, and the 
majority of St. Augustine's are within a mile. 

 

 

2. Demonstrably special to a 
local community and holds 
particular local significance. 

The site is used for teaching and nursery 
provision. A respondent stated that their ñdaughter 
enjoys the Forest School locationsò at the site and 
ñplaying in the school fieldò. 

 

3. The area is local in 
character and is not an 
extensive tract of land. 

A 6.10 ha. site which is generally typical, although 
a little larger, of a rural primary school in the area.  

4. Actively and currently used 
by the community 

Yes, by school and nursery pupils and staff. 
 

5. Area contains a formal 
playing pitch or one of its 
main formal/informal uses are 
sporting activities 

The school playing field is used for sports 
activities.  

Summary / Conclusion This site meets all the criteria. Therefore, it passes through to the 
validation stage for consideration for designation as Local Green 
Space. 
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Reference S13 

Name Field and scrub land behind Bolts Hill properties 

Description Open arable field and scrub land behind properties on the southern 
side of Bolts Hill. Public footpath CB464A passes between the 
arable field and scrub land. Public footpath borders the SW corner of 
the scrub land. 

Site Map 
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Assessment Criteria Comments Criteria Met? 

1. Reasonably close proximity 
to the community it serves. 

Shalmsford Street, Chartham village, and the 
majority of St. Augustine's are within a mile. 

 

 

2. Demonstrably special to a 
local community and holds 
particular local significance. 

A respondent noted that this is ñpart of the valued 
green space separating the older parts of the vil-
lage from Shalmsford Streetò and that it is ñgreat 
for dog-walking away from roadsò. ñGreat views 
across the valleyò were also noted, as was its past 
use for ñtobogganing by local childrenò. It is within 
the Conservation Area  and the Appraisal 
identifies vistas along the footpath near to the 
British Legion so it holds particular local 
significance not only for the landscape qualities 
mentioned but also for the division between the 
settlements and a rural setting for Chartham 
village, Bolts Hill, Parish Road and Shalmsford 
Street. 

 

3. The area is local in 
character and is not an 
extensive tract of land. 

A 4.48 ha site which is contiguous with site 14 and 
site 17. Combined with them, they provide a rural 
setting for multiple settlements. Sites 13 and 14 
combined (9.95ha.) have a long history of use as 
a safe means of connectivity where lack of 
pavements on roads is a problem. This takes the 
area of the combined sites to 14.25 ha. 

 

4. Actively and currently used 
by the community 

Used for regular dog walking and pedestrian ac-
cess between Rentain Road / Bakerôs Lane and 
Bolts Hill / Shalmsford Street. The portions ac-
cessed by the wider community are the public 
footpath and historic informal paths through the 
land have been made in the upper portion of the 
site towards the steps that public footpath CB467 
follows. 

 

5. Area contains a formal 
playing pitch or one of its 
main formal/informal uses are 
sporting activities 

No playing pitch and main use is not for sporting 
activities.  
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Summary / Conclusion This site meets criteria 1, 2 and 4. Therefore it does not pass 
through to the validation stage. 
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Reference S14 

Name Field at end of Rentain Road 

Description Open meadow on slope bordering Bakerôs Wood, residential 
properties, Chartham Paper Mill, and arable land. Public footpath 
CB464A crosses the field. Informal paths exist around the fieldôs 
boundary, with access also possible from Rentain Road, Bakerôs 
Wood, and Cremer Close. 

Site Map 

 

 

Assessment Criteria Comments Criteria Met? 
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1. Reasonably close proximity 
to the community it serves. 

Shalmsford Street, Chartham village, and St. 
Augustine's are within a mile. 

 

 

2. Demonstrably special to a 
local community and holds 
particular local significance. 

Respondents commented that they ñlike walking 
around the field and enjoying views from itò, that it 
is ñused for dog walking regularlyò and a ñlocal 
oasisò. They ñappreciate [é] that itôs away from 
traffic. Itôs a safe place to let my daughter run 
around.ò The role that the space serves in acting 
as a green space to separate areas was also 
observed. 
 
Six distinct comments were submitted with a 
further 12 upvotes made across them. It is 
therefore highly valued by the community and in 
the context of being included in the 2005 Con-
servation Area, it demonstrated to hold local 
signif-icance. Furthermore the field is within the 
Conser-vation area and vistas over the land are 
identified from footpath entry points and Parish 
Road over the river. 

 

3. The area is local in 
character and is not an 
extensive tract of land. 

A 5.47 ha. site which is contiguous with site 13. 
Combined with it, this provides a rural setting for 
multiple settlements. Sites 13 and 14 combined 
(9.95ha.) have a long history of use as a safe 
means of connectivity where lack of pavements on 
roads is a problem. Combined with site 17, which 
is contiguous with site 13, the parcel of land 
between the developed areas of Shalmsford 
Street, Baker Road, Rattington Street, Boltôs Hill 
and Parish Road adds up to 14.25 ha. 
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4. Actively and currently used 
by the community 

Used for regular dog walking, exercise, and 
general walking. Although the single public 
footpath is limited to just a corridor across the site, 
the whole site gets used regularly by the 
community, with particular evidence of this visible 
in the path wear lines in aerial imagery: 

(Bing aerial imagery (c) Microsoft) 

 

5. Area contains a formal 
playing pitch or one of its 
main formal/informal uses are 
sporting activities 

No playing pitch and main use is not for sporting 
activities.  

Summary / Conclusion This site meets criteria 1, 2 and 4. Therefore it does not pass 
through to the validation stage. 
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Reference S17 

Name Water meadow off Bolts Hill 

Description Open scrubland floodplain between Parish Road and Chartham 
Paper Mill. This is in the river floodplain and has ditches and sluices 
relating to control of water levels in the mill and the village itself. 

Site Map 
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Assessment Criteria Comments Criteria Met? 

1. Reasonably close proximity 
to the community it serves. 

Shalmsford Street, Chartham village, and St. 
Augustine's are within a mile. 

 

 

2. Demonstrably special to a 
local community and holds 
particular local significance. 

Repondents ñvalued [the] marshland-type green 
spaceò which ñform[s] part of the break between 
the older part of Chartham & Shalmsford 
Street/Bolts Hillò. 

It is of historic interest with its WW2 tank traps. 
The bridge nearby on Parish Road is identified in 
the Conservation Area Appraisal as having a spe-
cial sense of place. A vista toward this field and 
beyond to sites 13 and 14 above is marked. 

 

3. The area is local in 
character and is not an 
extensive tract of land. 

A 4.3 ha. site within the flood plain of the river, 
which, although different in nature, is contiguous 
with site 13. Combined with it, this provides a rural 
setting for multiple settlements. Combined with 
site 13 and 14, the parcel of land between the 
developed areas of Shalmsford Street, Baker 
Road, Rattington Street, Boltôs Hill and Parish 
Road adds up to 14.25 ha. 

 

4. Actively and currently used 
by the community 

The site has no public access. It is highly visible 
and appreciated by people passing along Parish 
Road. 

 

5. Area contains a formal 
playing pitch or one of its 
main formal/informal uses are 
sporting activities 

No playing pitch and main use is not for sporting 
activities.  

Summary / Conclusion This site meets criteria 1 and 2. Therefore it does not pass through 
to the validation stage. 
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Reference S18 

Name Pickets Farm 

Description Sloped arable field with woodland in the centre which Natural 
England classifies as Ancient & Semi-Natural Woodland. A high-
tension power line crosses the middle. 

Site Map 
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Assessment Criteria Comments Criteria Met? 

1. Reasonably close proximity 
to the community it serves. 

Chartham village, St. Augustine's, and almost all 
of Shalmsford Street are within a mile. 

 

 

2. Demonstrably special to a 
local community and holds 
particular local significance. 

Respondents ñvalued [the] green space 
separating the older part of Chartham from the St 
Augustines developmentò with ñgreat views and 
expanding wildlife enhancing residentsô mental 
health and wellbeingò. They also appreciate the 
ñwell cultivated and maintained field and 
woodlandò. 
 
Seven distinct submissions were made with a 
further three upvotes between them. 
 
The inclusion of this site within a draft CCC Local 
Plan caused considerable uproar and led to calls 
for a local consultation and response by the 
Parish Council upon the plan. 

 

3. The area is local in 
character and is not an 
extensive tract of land. 

Although valued, this site is an extensive 10.24 
ha. in size.  

4. Actively and currently used 
by the community 

This site has no public rights of way, but views 
over the land are appreciated.  

5. Area contains a formal 
playing pitch or one of its 
main formal/informal uses are 
sporting activities 

No playing pitch and main use is not for sporting 
activities.  

Summary / Conclusion This site meets criteria 1 and 2. Therefore it is does not pass 
through to the validation stage. 

 

  


































































































































