Chartham Neighbourhood Plan

Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) and Habitat Regulation
Assessment (HRA) Screening Report

prepared by Canterbury City Council

The Council fully supports the production of a Neighbourhood Development Plan for
the parish of Chartham.

The Council received an email on 16 September 2021 from Chartham, formally
requesting Canterbury City Council make a determination on whether SEA and/or
HRA will need to be prepared alongside the Chartham Neighbourhood Plan.

The Council’s decision is based on the Chartham Screening Request document
prepared by Chartham (dated 16 September 2021), SEA/HRA legislation and
following consultation feedback from the statutory bodies - Environment Agency,
Historic England and Natural England which is summarised below and attached at
Appendix 1. Appendix 2 provides more information on the SEA and HRA.

Please note however, that if the contents of the Neighbourhood Plan is revised
considerably and/or if there is a material change in the environmental characteristics
in the locality (e.g. any additional nature conservation or other environmental
designations), then a further scoping opinion must be sought.

Statutory Body comments summary

Statutory Body Received Comments Received

Environment Agency 13/10/21 General information and
signposting about issues
the Neighbourhood Plan
should consider

Historic England 12/10/21 Propose SEA required

The likelihood of each of
these policies resulting in
significant environmental
effects will depend on the
locations or areas




considered and chosen,
which aren’t clear at
present. As such it has to
be considered there is
some potential that these
will be areas where the
heritage assets would be
affected (although this
could be ruled out at a
later stage of plan making
when more information is
available).

As such, we have to state
that, at this stage, it
appears that the plan
does merit the completion
of an SEA on the basis of
likely significant
environmental effects
within areas of interest to
Historic England.

If at a later stage it is
clear that sites considered
as reasonable options for
allocation (as opposed to
all sites proposed) are in
locations where effects for
both designated and
non-designated heritage
assets are unlikely we
would be happy to review
this opinion.

Natural England

22/11/21

Propose SEA and HRA
required

There may be significant
environmental

effects from the proposed
plan.

Proposals/allocations




contained within the plan
may have significant
effects on sensitive sites
that Natural England has
a statutory duty to protect.
As we are not aware that
these effects have been
assessed within a Local
Plan (because the current
Local Plan does not
include the
Neighbourhood Plan
allocation sites), we
consider that there should
now be an assessment in
order to determine the
potential impact on these
sensitive sites and what
possibilities exist for the
avoidance/mitigation of
the Effects.

The following sites have
been identified as being
potentially significantly
affected by the potential
plan allocations:

» Stodmarsh Special Area
of Conservation (SAC),
Special Protection Area
(SPA), Site of Special
Scientific Interests SSSI
and Ramsar Site

* Larkey Valley Wood
SSSI

Where a neighbourhood
plan requires an
appropriate assessment
under the Habitats
Directive, Article 3.2 of
the SEA Directive also
requires a SEA to be
undertaken. In this case,




an appropriate
assessment is necessary
due to net increase in
dwellings proposed by the
allocations of this plan
which would, for reasons
detailed in Natural
England's nutrient
neutrality methodology,
have a water quality
impact on the Stodmarsh
Special Area of
Conservation (SAC),
Special Protection Area
(SPA) and Ramsar Site.
Mitigation measures and
a consideration of this
plan’s nutrient budget
may be required to
ensure no adverse effect
on the site integrity of the
Stodmarsh designated
sites. Natural England
advises that without
suitable mitigation, this
plan would result in a
significant environmental
effect as outlined above.
We cannot offer advice on
how the relevant
legislation should

be applied or interpreted
and recommend the LPA
seeks its own legal advice
as to whether a SEAis
required in this case. If no
significant effects are
identified following the
HRA process then it may
be prudent to carry out a
screening assessment
under the SEA Directive
to demonstrate where
there is consensus on the
likelihood of significant




Conclusion

The Council's opinion is that the Plan would potentially have significant
environmental effects. On that basis, a Strategic Environmental Assessment is
required for the proposed Chartham Neighbourhood Plan. In addition, with regards to
the Habitats Regulations and whether an Appropriate Assessment is required, the
Council concludes that the proposed Neighbourhood Plan is potentially likely to have
a significant effect on European designations, which is supported by the response
from Natural England, therefore the screening assessment recommends that a full
SEA/HRA needs to be undertaken.

Appendix 1

Statutory Body comments



Environment Agency

Thank you for consulting us. We are unable to provide any bespoke comments but can offer
the attached standard advice.

We hope this is useful.

Jo

Jo Beck Sustainable Places Team Leader (Kent)
Environment Agency, Kent, South London and East Sussex Area



Environment
W Agency

Kent, South London and East Sussex
Neighbourhood Plan Advice Note Updated: February 2021

Neighbourhood Plans provide an opportunity to deliver multi-functional benefits
through linking development with enhancements to the environment. This
document sets out the key environmental issues, within our remit, which should
be considered.

Together with Natural England, English Heritage and Forestry Commission we have published joint advice
on neighbourhood planning which sets out sources of environmental information and ideas on
incorporating the environment into plans. This is available at: https:/neighbourhoodplanning.org/wp-
content/uploads/Environment-Toolkit-20181220.pdf

We also recommend your Plan takes account of relevant Local Planning Authority’s policies, plans and
strategies including Local Planning Authority’s Strategic Flood Risk Assessment, flood risk strategies
(https://vwww.gov.uk/gevernment/collections/flood-tisk-management-current-schemes-and-strategies), and
the South East River Basin Management Plan (hitps://www.gov.uk/government/publications/south-east-
river-basin-management-plan/ )Thames River Basin Management Plan
(https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment data/file/289937
/geth0910bswa-e-e.pdf) as appropriate.

The information below explains the key issues we would consider in reviewing your Plan. We aim to reduce
flood risk, while protecting and enhancing the water environment.

Flood risk

Development must be safe and should not increase the risk of flooding.
Neighbourhood Plans should conform to national and local policies on flood risk:

If a Neighbourhood Plan is proposing sites for development please check whether there are any areas of
Flood Zones 2 or 3 within the proposed site allocations.

You can view a site's flood zone on the Flood Map for Planning on our website: https:/flood-map-for-
planning.service.gov.uk/

If the proposed allocation is located within Flood Zone 2 or 3 you should consult the Flood Risk and
Coastal Change pages of the National Planning Policy Guidance (NPPG):
http://planningguidance .communities.gov.uk/blog/guidance/flood-risk-and-coastal-change/

Here you can determine whether the flood risk vulnherability of the proposed development and the flood
zone are compatible. In accordance with national planning policy the Sequential Test should be undertaken
to ensure development is directed to the areas of lowest flood risk. This should be informed by the
Environment Agency’s floodmap for planning and the Local Planning Authority’s Strategic Flood Risk
Assessment (SFRA), if they have one. We recommend you contact the Local Planning Authority to discuss
this requirement further.

We would have concerns if development is allocated in this high risk flood zone without the Sequential Test
being undertaken.

It is important that your Plan also considers whether the flood risk issues associated with these sites can
be safely managed to ensure development can come forward.

www.gov.uk/environment-agency



We can provide any flooding information which we have available — such as predicted flood levels and
historical flood data. Please note that there may be a charge for this information. Please contact our
Customers and Engagement Team at ksle@environment-agency.gov.uk for further details.

In addition to the above you should also check with the Local Planning Authority’s Neighbourhood Planning
team with regards to other sources of flooding (such as surface water, groundwater, sewers and historic
flooding) as detailed in their Strategic Flood Risk Assessment (SFRA). The Lead Local Flood Authority
(LLFA), now has responsibility for local flood risk management and may hold flooding information that is
not identified on our Flood Map.

Climate Change Allowances
The Local Authority's Strategic Flood Risk Assessment should indicate the extent of flood zones with likely
climate change.

On 19 February 2016, we published new guidance for planners and developers on how to use climate
change allowances: hitps://www.gov.uk/guidance/flood-risk-assessments-climate-change-allowances .

Flood Defences

Areas of your Neighbourhood Plan area, or proposed sites, may be given protection by a flood
defence/alleviation scheme. Where this is the case the Plan should acknowledge this and identify the level
of protection provided (including any climate change allowance). It should be noted that flood defences are
intended to protect existing properties and are not to facilitate new development in areas that would
otherwise be impacted by flooding. Any assessment of development behind flood defences should
consider the impacts of a breach or overtopping. Where it is determined that new development should be
behind a flood defence financial contributions may be sought to maintain or improve the structure.

Thames Estuary 2100 (Tidal Defences)

In line with requirements set out in the Thames Estuary 2100 (TE2100) plan, developments in this location
will need to demonstrate how the flood defence could be raised in the future to meet the demands of
climate change.

No activities on site should preclude access to the flood defence from maintenance or prevent the future
raising of flood defences. In some cases we hold technical drawings of flood defence structures which may
be of use. To request these you should contact our Customers and Engagement Team at
ksle@environment-agency.gov.uk

Ecology

Proximity to watercourse/ Ecology

Main rivers can be viewed on the Environment Agency's map:
https://environment.maps.arcqgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index htmi?id=17cd53dfc524433880cc333726a5
6386

We normally require a buffer zone of 8 metres (fluvial) and 16 metres (tidal) between any new development
and the top of the bank of the main river. The permanent retention of a continuous unobstructed area is an
essential requirement for emergency access to the river for repairs to the bank and for future maintenance
and/or improvement works. A buffer between new development and the river wall is also required to ensure
no adverse loading which could impact the stability of the channel wall. This buffer zone will help provide
more space for flood waters, provide improved habitat for local biodiversity and allows access for any
maintenance requirements.

Where development is proposed next to the river we recommend that it includes a green buffer strip
alongside the watercourse. Where such a buffer strip does not currently exist, we normally seek that it is
established. This is a key way in which we carry out our legal duty to further and promote the ecological
and landscape value of rivers and land associated with them. In urban areas, in particular, rivers have
customer service line incident hotline floodline
03708 506 506 0800 80 70 60 0345988 1188

www.gov.uk/environment-agency
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often been degraded by past development, and we expect that any new development should go some way
to redress the balance.

The provision of green infrastructure, particularly along rivers, and the inclusion of sustainable drainage
techniques can help reduce the risk of flooding. This can also provide recreational and wildlife benefits.
Opportunities to incorporate biodiversity in the Plan will be encouraged. In accordance with national policy,
any development proposal should avoid significant harm to biodiversity and seek to protect and enhance it;
delivering biodiversity net gain. Ve would not support development proposals if there was shown to be a
likely detrimental impact on the water environment.

Water Management and Groundwater Protection

Local level actions and decision making can help secure improvements to the water environment. This is
widely known as the catchment-based approach and has been adopted to deliver requirements under the
Water Framework Directive (WFD). It seeks to:

« deliver positive and sustained outcomes for the water environment by promoting a better understanding
of the environment at a local level; and

= encourage local collaboration and more transparent decision-making when both planning and delivering
activities to improve the water environment.

Neighbourhood Plans provide an opportunity to deliver multi-functional benefits through linking
development with enhancements to the water environment. Local WFD catchment data can be obtained
from: hitp://environment.data.gov.uk/catchment-planning/RiverBasinDistrict/

Overall deterioration in water quality and promoting improvement in the ecological status of any water
body. Actions to achieve this are listed in the Thames River Basin Management Plan (RBMP) and the
South East River Basin Management Plan https://www.qov.uk/search?g=River+Basin+Management+Plans

Where appropriate, a WFD Assessment (http://planningguidance.communities.gov.uk/blog/guidance/water-
supply-wastewater-and-water-quality/water-supply-wastewater-and-water-quality-considerations-for-
planning-applications/ ) should assess any potential impacts on the watercourse and demonstrate that the
required enhancements will be delivered. Any development that has the potential to cause deterioration in
classification under WFD or that precludes the recommended actions from being delivered in the future is
likely to be considered unacceptable to us.

Groundwater Quality
Development must not cause pollution to the water environment.
Aquifers and Source Protection Zones

Some of your local area, and specific potential site allocations, may be located upon or within aquifers and
Source Protection Zones (link below). SPZ 1 is especially sensitive. You might consider these within your
Plan and when allocating sites. The relevance of the designation and the potential implication upon
development proposals should be seen with reference to our Groundwater Protection guidance:

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/groundwater-protection

To see if a proposed development is located within a Source Protection Zone, please use our online map:
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/groundwater-source-protection-zones-spzs

Land Contamination
You must consider land contamination when preparing your plan. Managing it during development is
key to addressing past contamination and preventing further impacts during development.

customer service line incident hotline floodline
03708 506 506 0800 80 70 60 0345988 1188
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You can establish if a site may be contaminated in several ways. Your Local Authority may hold a
register of sites it knows to be contaminated. A list of potentially contaminated sites can be accessed
on the following link:
https://mww.claire.co.uk/useful-government-legislation-and-guidance-by-country/7 6-key-documents/198-
doe-industry-profiles

We recommend you contact your Local Authority's Environmental Health team who may hold records on
known/potential land contamination. Please note our primary concern is with regards to water quality. Your
Local Authority’s Environmental Health team will advise you on issues related to human health.

Further information can be accessed on the following links:

Guiding principles for the Land Contamination
hitps://www.claire.co.uk/useful-government-legislation-and-guidance-by-country/192-guiding-principles-for-
land-contamination-gplc

Model Procedures for the Management of Land Contamination:
https://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20140328160926/http:/cdn.environment-
agency.gov.uk/scho0804bibr-e-e.pdf

Approach to Groundwater Profection:
https://assets.publishing service gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment data/file/692989/
Envirnment-Agency-approach-to-groundwate r-protection. pdf

Water supply and foul drainage

When allocating sites in you Plan, you will need to consider if the water supply and foul drainage
infrastructure can accommodate the development. Your local water company can provide further
information about water supply and sewerage capacity.

Surface water drainage

The inclusion of Sustainable Drainage Systems (SUDS) should always be a consideration within any
development to reduce the risk of surface water flooding on and off site. The Lead Local Flood Authority, is
the main contact for SUDS issues. However, we have interest in SUDS from a groundwater protection
perspective and those area of critical drainage.

The collection and dispersal of clean surface water to ground to recharge aquifer units and prevent
localised drainage or surface systems flooding in heavy rainfall is encouraged. However, dispersal into the
ground through soakaways or other infiltration systems requires a site-specific investigation and risk
assessment. Generally, we would accept roof drainage going to soakaway (or other systems), but other
surface drainage may need to go through treatment systems or to foul main, for instance vehicle parking.
Infiltrating water has the potential to cause mobilisation of contaminants present in shallow soil/made
ground which could ultimately cause pollution of underlying groundwater resources. Where contamination
is known or suspected, remedial or other mitigating measures will likely be required so that it can be
demonstrated that there is no resultant unacceptable risk to Controlled Waters.

We advise applicants to follow our guidance — Groundwater Protection. This is a report that highlights the
importance of groundwater and encourages industry and other organisations to act responsibly and
improve their practices. This can be found at: https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/groundwater-

protection

The design of the drainage systems should be in line with G1, G9, G12 and G13 position statements:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/groundwater-protection-position-statements

customer service line incident hotline floodline
03708 506 506 0800 80 70 60 0345988 1188
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Infrastructure Delivery

We would recommend that environmental infrastructure, including habitat enhancements, water storage
areas, and green space, is taken into account if the Plan looks to fund local infrastructure.

Environmental Permitting Regulations

To see if a proposed development requires an Environmental Permit under the Environment Permitting
Regulations please refer to our website:
https://mwwwv.gov.uk/quidance/check-if-you-need-an-environmental-permit

Under the Environmental Permitting (England and Wales) Regulations 2016, a flood risk activity permit
(FRAP) may be required for work:

s in, over or under a main river;

e within 8m of the bank of a main river, or 16m if it is a tidal main river;

o within 8m of any flood defence structure or culvert on a main river, or 16m on a tidal main river.

Flood risk activities can be classified as: exclusions, exemptions, standard rules or bespoke. These are
associated with the level of risk the proposed works may pose to people, property and the environment.
Local Authorities should advise developers to refer to the flood risk activity permit section of gov.uk for
further information.

Please note

This document is a response to a Neighbourhood Plan consultation and does not represent our final view
in relation to any future planning application made in relation to any site.

You should seek your own expert advice in relation to technical matters relevant to any planning
application before submission.

If you have any questions please contact the Kent and South London Sustainable Places team:

kslplanning@environment-agency.gov.uk

customer service line incident hotline floodline
03708 506 506 0800 80 70 60 0345988 1188

www.gov.uk/environment-agency

Sofs



Historic England

Dear Karen

Thank you for consulting Historic England on screening of the Chartham Neighbourhood
Plan for Strategic Environmental Assessment.

The screening consultation document demonstrates that the plan area has a number of
heritage assets that would require assessment where proposals could have likely significant
effects for them (including the effects of reasonable alternatives considered in the plan
making process). We also note that as with many areas located close to Canterbury, thae
area has numerous sites of archaeological interest recorded on the Country Historic
Environment Record that may be non-designated heritage assets that should be considered
as part of SEA where is required.

In reviewing the proposed scope of the plan we note there are several places where the
proposed policies will positively direct the location of new developments. These include:

e site allocations for new housing;

e designating settlement boundaries (particularly where these confine new
development to areas containing heritage assets and increase pressure on them and
their settings);

e allocation site(s) for car parking; and

e allocating main employment sites.

Heritage assets are a finite and fragile resource. New development can have permanent or
long lasting impacts on them both directly and indirectly, which can also be cumulative where
several developments affect a single asset or affect the group value of a number of assets
and/or where developments exacerbates existing issue. These effects are common and
predictable, normally requiring mitigation to avoid or minimise harm and a balanced
judgement when harm is unavoidable.

The likelihood of each of these policies resulting in significant environmental effects will
depend on the locations or areas considered and chosen, which aren’t clear at present. As
such it has to be considered there is some potential that these will be areas where the
heritage assets would be affected (although this could be ruled out at a later stage of plan
making when more information is available).

As such, we have to state that, at this stage, it appears that the plan does merit the
completion of an SEA on the basis of likely significant environmental effects within areas of
interest to Historic England.

If at a later stage it is clear that sites considered as reasonable options for allocation (as
opposed to all sites proposed) are in locations where effects for both designated and
non-designated heritage assets are unlikely we would be happy to review this opinion.



We strongly recommend that the Neighbourhood Plan steering group request data pertaining
to each site considered for allocation from the Historic Environment both for their own site
assessment process and to furnish he completion of an environmental report. Failure to
access this information in areas of particular historic or architectural interest is a common
cause of delay and frustration for neighbourhood plan groups. We trust the County Council
will be able to supply this information under the duty to co-operate. Where additional
information is required through archaeological investigation, the neighbourhood plan group
should be advised to request this from site owners/promoters.

Please don’t hesitate to contact me if you have any queries about our comments.
Yours sincerely
Robert Lloyd-Sweet

Rob Lloyd-Sweet | Historic Places Adviser | South East England | Historic England
Cannon Bridge House | 25 Dowgate Hill | London | EC4R 2YA



Natural England

Planning application ref: Chartham NP screening request
Our Ref: 372092

Dear Karen Britton,

Thank you for your email requesting Natural England’s consultation on the Chartham
Neighbourhood Plan screening request.

| apologise for the delay in our response. Please find attached a copy of your consultation
letter, Natural England’s response to this consultation.

Kind regards,
Tom

Tom Scott-Heagerty

Lead Adviser - Sustainable Development
Sussex and Kent Area Team

Natural England

Guildboune House

Worthing

BN11 1LD



Date: 22 November 2021
Our ref: 372092
Your ref: Chartham Neighbourhood Plan — Screening Request

FAO Karen Britton
Planning Team

Hornbeam House
Crewe Business Park

Canterbury City Council Electra Way
Cc

BY EMAIL ONLY CLeev;E;re
CwW1 6GJ

T 0300 060 3900

Dear Karen Biritton,
Planning consultation: Chartham Neighbourhood Plan — SEA/HRA screening request

Thank you for your consultation on the above dated 06 October 2021which was received by Natural
England on the same date.

Natural England is a non-departmental public body. Our statutory purpose is to ensure that the natural
environment is conserved, enhanced, and managed for the benefit of present and future generations,
thereby contributing to sustainable development.

Screening Request on Chartham Neighbourhood Plan Strategic Environmental Assessment
(SEA) & Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) Screening

It is our advice, on the basis of the material supplied with the consultation, that, in so far as our
strategic environmental interests are concerned (including but not limited to statutory designated sites,
landscapes and protected species, geology and soils), that there may be significant environmental
effects from the proposed plan.

Neighbourhood Plan

Guidance on the assessment of Neighbourhood Plans, in light of the Environmental Assessment of
Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004 (as amended), is contained within the National Planning
Practice Guidance. The guidance highlights three triggers that may require the production of an SEA,
for instance where:

«a neighbourhood plan allocates sites for development

*the neighbourhood area contains sensitive natural or heritage assets that may be affected by the
proposals in the plan

*the neighbourhood plan may have significant environmental effects that have not already been
considered and dealt with through a sustainability appraisal of the Local Plan.

We have checked our records and based on the information provided, we can confirm that in our view
the proposals/allocations contained within the plan may have significant effects on sensitive sites that
Natural England has a statutory duty to protect. As we are not aware that these effects have been
assessed within a Local Plan (because the current Local Plan does not include the Neighbourhood
Plan allocation sites), we consider that there should now be an assessment in order to determine the
potential impact on these sensitive sites and what possibilities exist for the avoidance/mitigation of the
effects.

The following sites have been identified as being potentially significantly affected by the potential plan
allocations:



 Stodmarsh Special Area of Conservation (SAC), Special Protection Area (SPA), Site of Special
Scientific Interests SS8SI and Ramsar Site

e Larkey Valley Wood SSSI

Where a neighbourhood plan requires an appropriate assessment under the Habitats Directive, Article
3.2 of the SEA Directive also requires a SEA to be undertaken.

In this case, an appropriate assessment is necessary due to net increase in dwellings proposed by the
allocations of this plan which would, for reasons detailed in Natural England's nutrient neutrality
methodology, have a water quality impact on the Stodmarsh Special Area of Conservation (SAC),
Special Protection Area (SPA) and Ramsar Site . Mitigation measures and a consideration of this
plan’s nutrient budget may be required to ensure no adverse effect on the site integrity of the
Stodmarsh designated sites.

Natural England advises that without suitable mitigation, this plan would result in a significant
environmental effect as outlined above. We cannot offer advice on how the relevant legislation should
be applied or interpreted and recommend the LPA seeks its own legal advice as to whether a SEA is
required in this case. If no significant effects are identified following the HRA process then it may be
prudent to carry out a screening assessment under the SEA Directive to demonstrate where there is
consensus on the likelihood of significant environmental effects and any actions proposed to mitigate
effects.

Habitats Regulations Assessment — screening and appropriate assessment requirements

Where a neighbourhood plan could potentially affect a ‘habitats site’, it will be necessary to screen the
plan in relation to the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations (2017), as amended (the
‘Habitats Regulations’). VWhere likely significant effects are identified, it will be necessary to undertake
an appropriate assessment of the neighbourhood plan and, if needed, identify and secure appropriate
mitigation measures to ensure the plan does not result in an adverse effect on the integrity of the habitats
site.

In accordance with Schedule 2 of The Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012 (as
amended), a neighbourhood plan cannot be made if it breaches the requirements of Chapter 8
of Part 6 of the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 (as amended).

A screening exercise should be undertaken if there is any doubt about the possible effects of the plan on
the habitats site(s). This will be particularly important if a neighbourhood plan is to progress before a
local plan and/or the neighbourhood plan proposes development which has not be assessed and/or
included in the Habitats Regulations Assessment for the local plan. Where mitigation is necessary to
ensure no effects then this will heed to be properly assessed via an appropriate assessment.

Other Environmental Issues

We are not aware of significant populations of protected species which are likely to be affected by the
policies / proposals within the plan. It remains the case, however, that the responsible authority should
provide information supporting this screening decision, sufficient to assess whether protected species
are likely to be affected.

Notwithstanding this advice, Natural England does not routinely maintain locally specific data on all
potential environmental assets. As a result the responsible authority should raise environmental issues
that we have not identified on local or national biodiversity action plan species and/or habitats, local
wildlife sites or local landscape character, with its own ecological and/or landscape advisers, local
record centre, recording society or wildlife body on the local landscape and biodiversity receptors that
may be affected by this plan, before determining whether an SA/SEA is necessary.



Please note that Natural England reserves the right to provide further comments on the environmental
assessment of the plan beyond this SEA/SA screening stage, should the responsible authority seek
our views on the scoping or environmental report stages. This includes any third party appeal against
any screening decision you may make.

For any queries relating to the specific advice in this letter only please contact me at thomas.scott-
heagerty@naturalengland.org.uk.

Yours sincerely

Thomas Scott-Heagerty
Sussex and Kent Area Team



Annex 1 - Neighbourhood planning and the natural
environment: information, issues and opportunities

Natural environment information sources

The Magic' website will provide you with much of the nationally held natural environment data for your plan
area. The most relevant layers for you to consider are: Agricultural Land Classification, Ancient Woedland,
Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty, Local Nature Reserves, National Parks (England), National Trails,
Priority Habitat Inventory, public rights of way (on the Ordnance Survey base map) and Sites of Special
Scientific Interest (including their impact risk zones). Local environmental record centres may hold a range of
additional information on the natural environment. A list of local record centres is available here®.

Priority habitats are those habitats of particular importance for nature conservation, and the list of them can be
found here®. Most of these will be mapped either as Sites of Special Scientific Interest, on the Magic website or
as Local Wildlife Sites. Your local planning authority should be able to supply you with the locations of Local
Wildlife Sites.

National Character Areas (NCAs) divide England into 159 distinct natural areas. Each character area is defined
by a unique combination of landscape, biodiversity, geodiversity and cultural and economic activity. NCA
profiles contain descriptions of the area and statements of environmental opportunity, which may be useful to
inform proposals in your plan. NCA information can be found here’.

There may also be a local landscape character assessment covering your area. This is a tool to help understand
the character and local distinctiveness of the landscape and identify the features that give it a sense of place. It
can help to inform, plan and manage change in the area. Your local planning authority should be able to help
you access these if you can’t find them online.

If your neighbourhood planning area is within or adjacent to a National Park or Area of Outstanding Natural
Beauty (AONB), the relevant National Park/AONB Management Plan for the area will set out useful information
about the protected landscape. You can access the plans on from the relevant National Park Authority or Area
of Outstanding Natural Beauty website.

General mapped information on soil types and Agricultural Land Classification is available (under ‘landscape’)
on the Magic® website and also from the LandIS website®, which contains more information about obtaining soil
data.

Natural environment issues to consider

The National Planning Policy Framework’ sets out national planning policy on protecting and enhancing the
natural environment. Planning Practice Guidance® sets out supporting guidance.

Your local planning authority should be ahle to provide you with further advice on the potential impacts of
your plan or order on the natural environment and the need for any environmental assessments.

1 http://magic.defra.gov.uk/

2 http://www.nbn-nfbr.org.uk/nfbr.php

3http://webarchive.nationalarchives.cov.uk/20140711133551 /http:/www.naturalengland. org. uk/ourwork/conservation/biodiv

ersity/protectandmanage/habsandspeciesimportance.aspx

4 https://www.gov uk/government/publications/national -character-area-

’ http://magic defra.gov.uk/

S http://www.landis org uk/index.cfm

"https://assets. publishing. service.gov.uk/povernment/uploads/svstem/uploads/attachment_data/file/807247/NPPF_Feb_ 2019
revised.pdf

§ http://planningguidance. planningportal.gov.uk/blog/guidance/natural-environment/

rofiles-data-for-local-decision-maki




Landscape

Your plans or orders may present opportunities to protect and enhance locally valued landscapes. You may
want to consider identifying distinctive local landscape features or characteristics such as ponds, woodland or
dry stone walls and think about how any new development proposals can respect and enhance local landscape
character and distinctiveness.

If you are proposing development within or close to a protected landscape (National Park or Area of
Outstanding Natural Beauty) or other sensitive location, we recommend that you carry out a landscape
assessment of the proposal. Landscape assessments can help you to choose the most appropriate sites for
development and help to avoid or minimise impacts of development on the landscape through careful siting,
design and landscaping.

Wildlife habitats

Some proposals can have adverse impacts on designated wildlife sites or other priority habitats (listed here?),
such as Sites of Special Scientific Interest or Ancient woodland'’. If there are likely to be any adverse impacts
you’ll need to think about how such impacts can be avoided, mitigated or, as a last resort, compensated for.

Priority and protected species

You'll also want to consider whether any proposals might affect priority species (listed here!!) or protected
species. To help you do this, Natural England has produced advice here'? to help understand the impact of
particular developments on protected species.

Best and Most Versatile Agricultural Land

Soil is a finite resource that fulfils many important functions and services for society. It is a growing medium for
food, timber and other crops, a store for carbon and water, a reservoir of biodiversity and a buffer against
pollution. If you are proposing development, you should seek to use areas of poorer quality agricultural land in
preference to that of a higher quality in line with National Planning Policy Framework para 171. For more
information, see our publication Agricultural Land Classification: protecting the best and most versatile
agricultural land™.

Improving your natural environment

Your plan or order can offer exciting opportunities to enhance your local environment. If you are setting out
policies on new development or proposing sites for development, you may wish to consider identifying what
environmental features you want to be retained or enhanced or new features you would like to see created as
part of any new development. Examples might include:

e Providing a new footpath through the new development to link into existing rights of way.

e Restoring a neglected hedgerow.

Creating a new pond as an attractive feature on the site.

Planting trees characteristic to the local area to make a positive contribution to the local landscape.
Using native plants in landscaping schemes for better nectar and seed sources for bees and birds.
Incorporating swift boxes or bat boxes into the design of new buildings.

Think about how lighting can be best managed to encourage wildlife.

Adding a green roof to new buildings.

http://webarchive nationalarchives.gov.uk/2014071113355 1 /http:/www.naturalengland org uk/ourworlc/conservation/biodiv
ersity/protectandmanage/habsandspeciesimportance.aspx

10 hitps: /‘www.gov.uk/guidance/ancient-woodland-and-veteran-trees-protection-surveys-licences

Uhttp:/fwebarchive nationalarchives.gov uk/2014071113355 Vhttp:/www naturalengland org uk/ourwork/conservation/biodiv
ersity/protectandmanage/habsandspeciesimportance.aspx

12 hitps: /‘www.gov uk/protected-species-and-sites-how-to-review-planning-proposals

13 http://publications. naturalengland. org .uk/publication/35012




You may also want to consider enhancing your local area in other ways, for example by:

Setting out in your plan how you would like to implement elements of a wider Green Infrastructure
Strategy (if one exists) in your community.

Assessing needs for accessible greenspace and setting out proposals to address any deficiencies or
enhance provision.

Identifying green areas of particular importance for special protection through Local Green Space
designation (see Planning Practice Guidance on this ).

Managing existing (and new) public spaces to be more wildlife friendly (e.g. by sowing wild flower strips
in less used parts of parks, changing hedge cutting timings and frequency).

Planting additional street trees.

Identifying any improvements to the existing public right of way network, e.g. cutting back hedges,
improving the surface, clearing litter or installing kissing gates) or extending the network to create
missing links.

Restoring neglected environmental features (e.g. coppicing a prominent hedge that is in poor condition,
or clearing away an eyesore).

way-and-local-green-space/local-green-space-designation/




Appendix 2

Screening Report

Background

There is a legal requirement to consider the need to carry out a Strategic
Environmental Assessment (SEA) on plans which are determined likely to have
significant environmental effects. This is in accordance with EU Directive
2001/42/EC “on the assessment of the effects of certain plans and programmes on
the environment”, also known as the SEA Directive. The SEA Directive was
transposed in England through The Environmental Assessment of Plans and
Programmes Regulations 2004. The SEA Directive 2001/42/EC requires an
assessment of: “the likely significant effects on the environment, including on issues
such as biodiversity, population, human health, fauna, flora, soil, water, air, climatic
factors, material assets, cultural heritage including architectural and archaeological
heritage, landscape and the interrelationship between the above factors.”

Establishing the need for Strategic Environmental Assessment

Stage Yes/No Reason
1. Is the PP (plan or Yes The Neighbourhood Plan
programme) subject to will be prepared by
preparation and/or Chartham Neighbourhood
adoption by a national, Plan group under the
regional or local authority provisions of the Town
OR prepared by an and Country Planning Act
authority for adoption 1990 as amended by the
through a legislative Localism Act 2011. Once
procedure by Parliament the plan is ‘made’ subject
or Government? (Art. to examination and
2(a)) having received 50%+ or
more ‘yes’ votes through
a referendum it will be
adopted by the City
Council and become part
of the Statutory
Development Plan for the
area.




2. Is the PP required by Yes Communities have a right
legislative, regulatory or to produce a
administrative provisions? Neighbourhood Plan;
(Art.2(a)) however communities
are not required by
legislative, regulatory or
administrative purposes
to produce a
Neighbourhood Plan.
However, once ‘made’ the
Neighbourhood Plan
would form part of the
statutory development
plan, and will be used
when making decisions
on planning applications
within the Neighbourhood
Area. Therefore it is
considered necessary to
answer the following
questions to determine
further if an SEAis
required.
3. Is the PP prepared for | Yes The NP is prepared for
agriculture, forestry, town and country
fisheries, energy, industry, planning and land use.
transport, waste The plan sets out a
management, water framework for future
management, development in the
telecommunications, Chartham Neighbourhood
tourism, town and country Area. Once ‘made’ the NP
planning or land use, would form part of the
AND does it set a statutory development
framework for future plan, and will be used
development consent of when making decisions
projects in Annexes | and on planning applications
Il to the EIA Directive? which may include
(Art 3.2(a)) development which may
fall under Annex | and Il
of the EIA directive.
4. Will the PP, in view of | Yes The Neighbourhood Plan

its likely effect on sites,

could potentially




require an assessment for
future development

under Article 6 or 7 of the
Habitats Directive?(Art.
3.2 (b))

have an impact on
internationally designated
wildlife sites covered by
the Habitats Regulations.
See information regarding
HRA in the following
section of this report.

5. Does the PP Determine
the use of small areas at
local level, OR is it

a minor modification of a
PP subject to Art. 3.2?
(Art.3.3)

Yes

The NP intends to
allocate sites for
development. Once
‘made’ the NP would form
part of the statutory
development plan and be
used when making
decisions on planning
applications of small
areas at the local level.

6. Does the PP set the
framework  for  future
development consent of
projects (not just projects
in annexes to the EIA
Directive)? (Art 3.4)

Yes

The NP, once ‘made’,
forms part of the statutory
development plan and will
be used to determine
planning applications
within  the designated
Chartham Neighbourhood
Area.  Therefore the
Neighbourhood Plan will
set the framework for
future developments.

7. Is the PP’s sole
purpose to serve the
national defence or civil
emergency, OR is it a
financial or budget PP,
OR is it co-financed by
structural funds or
EAGGF

programmes 2000 to
2006/7? (Art 3.8, 3.9)

No

The NP does not deal
with any of these
categories of plan.

8. Is it likely to have a
significant effect on the

Yes

The NP could potentially
have a significant effect




environment? (Art. 3.5) on the environment,
particularly in relation to
the allocation of sites for
development, not just
within the Neighbourhood
Area but also within the
District. The NP could
also impact european
sites (see HRA
information).

Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA)

A Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA), in accordance with Article 6 (3) of the
Habitats Directive 92/43/EEC is a further consideration in respect of the Chartham
NP. HRA concerns Natura 2000 sites, which are areas protected for their nature
conservation value; these areas consist of Special Protection Areas (SPAs), Special
Areas of Conservation (SACs) and Ramsar sites.

The Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) Screening Report refers to the
assessment required for any plan or project to assess the potential implications for
what are termed European sites. Such sites consist of areas designated as Special
Areas of Conservation (SAC) and Special Protection Areas (SPA). There is also an
international designation known as RAMSAR sites, which whilst being covered by
different legislation should be subject to the same consideration as European sites.

European sites are offered the highest level of protection under European law and
the consequent national legislation transposing it into English law (The Conservation
of Habitats and Species Regulations 2010, known as the Habitats Regulations). The
Habitats Regulations sets out the process to assess the potential implications of a
Neighbourhood Plan on European sites.

The first stage is to screen the Neighbourhood Plan in order to establish whether it
may have a significant effect on a European site. Only if there may be such an effect
will it be necessary to undertake a process called appropriate assessment in relation
to a European site. In undertaking the screening to establish whether there is likely
to be a significant effect, the precautionary principle will need to be followed. The
requirement to adhere to the precautionary approach is established by case law and
clarified by European Union and domestic government guidance. The use of the
precautionary principle requires that when considering the likelihood of a possible
effect on a European site it will be assumed that such impacts will occur if there is



insufficient evidence to the contrary.

In carrying out the screening assessment, the Council has addressed the various
requirements set out in the European Commission guidance.

(i) Description of project or plan

The scope of the Chartham Neighbourhood Plan is currently being considered by the
neighbourhood Plan group, but recent consultation on it's scope included the
potential allocation of development sites.

Characteristics of the European sites in the Canterbury District

The following European Sites fall within the boundaries of Canterbury district or are
situated within a 15km radius of Canterbury district and therefore may be directly
affected by the Neighbourhood Plan (in line with the precautionary approach
required for undertaking HRA):

Blean Complex SAC; Dover to Kingsdown Cliffs SAC; Folkestone to Etchinghill
Escarpment SAC; Lydden and Temple Ewell Downs SAC; Margate and Long Sands
SAC; Parkgate Down SAC; Sandwich Bay SAC; Stodmarsh SAC; Tankerton
Slopes and Swalecliffe SAC; Thanet Coast SAC; Medway Estuary and Marshes
SPA (also a Ramsar Site); Outer Thames Estuary SPA; Stodmarsh SPA (also a
Ramsar Site); Thanet Coast and Sandwich Bay SPA (also a Ramsar Site); North
East Kent European Marine Site2; The Swale SPA (also a Ramsar Site); Swale and
Medway European Marine site3; Wye and Crundale Downs SAC.

The Canterbury District Local Plan (adopted July 2017) was subject to a Habitats
Regulations Assessment. The Local Plan HRA contains a detailed description of the
characteristics of each of the above sites.

A new Local Plan has now commenced preparation along with preliminary work for
SEA/HRA.
Assessment of significance

The 2017 Local Plan contained a detailed assessment of each of the European sites
(HRA).

Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) of the Chartham Neighbourhood Plan
1. The Local Authority is the ‘competent authority’ under the Conservation of
Habitats and Species Regulations 2010, and as such, it needs to ensure that



Neighbourhood Plans have been assessed through the correct process. The process
requires an assessment of the potential for significant impacts on nature
conservation sites that are of European Importance, also referred to as Natura 2000
sites.

2. The Chartham Neighbourhood Plan is proposing to allocate sites for development.

3. In accordance with Schedule 2 of the Neighbourhood Planning Regulations, a
neighbourhood plan cannot be made if the likelihood of significant effects on any
European site, either alone (or in combination with other plans and projects) cannot
be ruled out.

4. On the basis of the information provided by the Neighbourhood Plan group to date
about the Chartham Neighbourhood Plan, which includes the proposed designation
of sites for development, an Appropriate Assessment for the Chartham
Neighbourhood Plan will be required.



